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ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION -
TRADE-OFF BETWEEN

BIODIVERSITY VS. ECONOMY?

The UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration promotes an
inclusive restoration approach which increases healthy
and biodiverse ecosystems, while also incrementing
human health and well-being (FAQ et al. 2021). On-the-
ground implementation, however, regularly reveals
conflict between the economic and ecological aspects
of restoration. Local communities are often forced to
focus on income-generating restoration activities to
secure their livelihoods in the short-term. Dependence
on timber production, firewood collection and non-
timber forest products can lead to a preference for fast-
growing and economically valuable tree species, which
often are non-native and therefore do not support local
biodiversity. At the same time, local communities are
forced to forego the ecosystem services that arise from
restoring biodiverse ecosystems, knowing that they are
essential to ensure resilient food systems in the long-
term (WHO and CBD Secretariat 2015). These ecosystem
services include the regulation of water abundance

and quality, the formation of nutrient-rich soils and the
dispersal of seeds and pollen(see Figure 1and Brondizio
et al. 2019).
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Ecosystem services and resilience
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e Using an ecosystem service-based approach
can increase agricultural productivity and strengthen the resilience
of rural communities and their natural resource base.
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Figure 1. How ecosystem services influence food system resilience.

Source: Biodiversity International (2014)
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Figure 2. Indicative lists of economic values of nature’s contributions to people in Africa.
Source: IPBES(2018)

AFRICA'S BIODIVERSITY IS
KEY TO RESILIENT FOOD
SYSTEMS

Africa has especially rich and diverse ecosystems
which provide services that are essential in
securing the continent’s food, water, energy health
and secure livelihood needs(see Figure 2). In rural
areas of the continent, more than 62 percent of
the population depend directly on these services.
Africa's unique and important genetic diversity
strengthens the resilience of its food systems

and communities against the consequences of
droughts, pests and climate change. However,

the accelerating decline and loss of biodiversity is
threatening food, water, energy and health security.

At the same time, Africa’s abundant biodiversity is
an asset for achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) and can be used to reduce inequality
and poverty on the continent. A key factor for this
Is the support of existing Indigenous and local
knowledge on management of biodiversity and
nature’s contributions to people. This knowledge
deserves more attention from governments and
society, as it can complement the lack of sufficient
scientific information on species and ecosystems
and help in the management of natural resources.

Deficiencies, such as limited financial and
institutional capacity to make effective use of
natural resources, still undermine development
(IPBES 2018).
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INTEGRATING
BIODIVERSITY
INTO ECOSYSTEM
RESTORATION

Promising solutions for the integration

of biodiversity into restoration practices

on the local and landscape level lie in
landscape approaches like Forest Landscape
Restoration (FLR), and the development

of sustainable and nature-positive value
chains. By taking into account entire
landscapes and interacting ecosystems
within, landscape approaches address the
drivers of deforestation and degradation in
a comprehensive manner while improving
agricultural systems, restoring forest cover
and improving food and water security
(ITUCN 2019).

To ensure the long-term success of

such landscape approaches, they need

to be embedded into a favourable policy
environment on the national and global

level (Slobodian et al. 2020). To address the
occurring trade-offs between ecological and
economic aspects in restoration, the design
of policy instruments should allow for the
valuation of biodiversity, and leverage its
conservation and sustainable use.
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encourage the pursuance of unsustainable economic growth

CONSI DER BIODIVERSITY’S and development. Replacing these measures with key

VALUE INTO DECISION-MAKING statistics like inclusive wealth will lead to the accounting of a

wider set of values, including produced capital, human capital
and natural capital (Dasgupta 2021).
Globally, biodiversity and its value need to be integrated
into economic and finance decision-making in the same A first step towards the valuation of biodiversity is natural
way buildings, machines, roads and skills are. This requires capital accounting and valuation of ecosystem services.
a transformative change in global economies. Current Within the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration the TEER
economic measurements such as the Gross Domestic (The Economics of Ecosystem Restoration)initiative (FAO, no
Product (GDP) do not account for the depreciation of the date)aims to collect standardized data about the costs and
natural environment and its biodiversity, and therefore benefits of ecosystem restoration worldwide.
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In order to enable policymakers to integrate These are: living from, with, in and as nature
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Figure 4. Potential of environmental policy instruments to support transformative change towards
Figure 3. The many ways that people relate with nature can be organized into four general modes: living from, in, with and as nature. more sustainable and just futures by representing diverse values.

Source: IPBES(2022) Source: IPBES(2022)
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WHICH KIND OF POLICY
INSTRUMENTS DO WE
NEED TO STRENGTHEN
TO ACCELERATE
INCLUSIVE RESTORATION
PROCESSES?

This session introduces and discusses how

sociocultural, customary and rights-based policy

instruments can support transformative change
on the national level and hence solve the conflict

arising between ecological end economic aspects

in ecosystem restoration.
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PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIONS

GLF Africa Digital Conference 2022 would not be possible without the support and
participation of the following hosts, partners and organizations. For a full list of everyone
involved, please visit:

GLOBAL LANDSCAPES FORUM

The Global Landscapes Forum (GLF)is the world's largest knowledge-led platform on
integrated land use, dedicated to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and Paris
Climate Agreement. The Forum takes a holistic approach to create sustainable landscapes
that are productive, prosperous, equitable and resilient and considers five cohesive themes of
food and livelihoods, landscape restoration, rights, finance and measuring progress. It is led
by the Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR), in collaboration with its co-founders
UNEP and the World Bank and Charter Members.

: CIAT, CIFOR-ICRAF, CIRAD, Climate Focus, Conservation International, Crop
Trust, Ecoagriculture Partners, The European Forest Institute, Evergreen Agriculture, FAQ,
FSC, GEF, GIZ, ICIMOD, IFOAM - Organics International, The International Livestock Research
Institute, INBAR, IPMG, IUFRO, Rainforest Alliance, Rare, Rights and Resources Initiative,
SAN, TMG-Think Tank for Sustainability, UNCCD, UNEP, Wageningen Centre for Development
Innovation part of Wageningen Research, World Farmer Organization, World Agroforestry,
World Bank Group, World Resources Institute, WWF International, Youth in Landscapes
Initiative (YIL)
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