


An estimated 285 
mammal species 

are threatened with 
extinction due to hunting 

for wild meat

©
CI

FO
R/

O
lli

vi
er

 G
ira

rd



Millions of people depend on wild meat for food and income. Wild 

meat is an important source of protein, fat and micronutrients, 

particularly for indigenous peoples and rural communities in South 

America, Africa and Asia.

The demand for wild meat is growing, especially in urban areas. 

If hunting for wild meat is not managed at sustainable levels, 

then wildlife populations will decline and rural communities will 

suffer increased  food insecurity. Recent studies have shown that 

overhunting for food is now threatening hundreds of wildlife species 

with extinction. 

the challenge



Between 2018 and 2024, the Sustainable Wildlife Management (SWM) Programme 

will improve the conservation and sustainable use of wildlife in forest, savannah 

and wetland ecosystems. Field projects are being implemented in 13 African, 

Caribbean and Pacific countries. The aim is to: 

•	 improve how wildlife hunting is regulated

•	 increase the supply of sustainably produced meat products and farmed fish

•	 strengthen the management capacities of indigenous and rural communities

•	 reduce demand for wild meat, particularly in towns and cities

our response 

“We are working in selected countries to design and 

implement actions that achieve both human development 

goals and wildlife conservation, and will subsequently adapt 

and replicate viable solutions in many other ACP countries” 

  Viwanou Gnassounou,  
Assistant Secretary General,  

African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) Group of States



Seven-year ACP 
initiative being 

implemented in Africa, 
the Caribbean and the 

Pacific
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where we work
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Respectful engagement with indigenous peoples and local communities is a core 

feature of the SWM Programme. This is reflected in our community rights-based 

approach. Putting people’s rights at the centre of wildlife management will help 

ensure that a suitable balance can be found between conservation and the use of 

wildlife resources for food security and nutrition. Before we begin any project, or 

major new activity in the project lifecycle, we first seek the Free, Prior and Informed 

Consent (FPIC) from the communities with whom we work.

working with communities

“We must recognise and promote the legitimate rights of 

indigenous peoples and traditional communities to manage 

wildlife for their immediate and long-term benefit.” 

Philippe Mayaux
Team Leader Biodiversity & Ecosystem Services

EuropeAid, European Commission



The needs, rights  
and interests of indigenous 

peoples and local communities 
are at the centre of all SWM 

Programme activities
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Two donors, four 
implementing partners, 
thirteen governments 

and dozens of rural 
communities  



The SWM Programme is being implemented by a dynamic consortium of partners who 

are working together with governments and local communities to conserve wildlife 

and develop a sustainable future. The consortium includes the: 

•	 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)

•	 French Agricultural Research Centre for International Development (CIRAD) 

•	 Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR)

•	 Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS)

The SWM Programme is an African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States initiative, 

which is being funded by the European Union with co-funding from the French Global 

Environment Facility.

partnership approach
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Some rights reserved. This work is available 
under a CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO licence 

Funded by the 
European Union

This document was produced with the financial assistance of the European Union and the French Global Environment Facility. 
The views expressed herein can in no way be taken to reflect the official opinion of the European Union or the French Global Environment Facility.

SWM-programme@fao.org
www.swm-programme.info ©
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